University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

1-15-1993

El Salvador: Government Delays Purge Of Military
Officers
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "El Salvador: Government Delays Purge Of Military Officers." (1993). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/
8010

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 058214
ISSN: 1089-1560

El Salvador: Government Delays Purge Of Military Officers
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, January 15, 1993
In early January, just two weeks after the rebels completely demobilized formally ending the
civil war the Salvadoran peace process has entered yet another crisis. The latest conflict is over
government non-compliance with commitments to purge the armed forces of officers accused of
human rights abuses. The list of officers was drawn up on the basis of investigations carried out by
the Ad Hoc Commission. Under terms of an accord brokered by the United Nations between the
administration of President Alfredo Cristiani and the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front
(FMLN) in November 1992, the purge of 102 officers was to have concluded Dec. 31 (for previous
coverage see CAU 11/13/92.) On Jan. 5, the FMLN released a communique stating that the measures
adopted on Dec. 31 constitute "a step in the right direction," but by themselves are insufficient. The
FMLN demanded that Cristiani fully comply with the original purge plan "as soon as possible." Two
days later, UN Secretary General Butros Butros Ghali informed the Security Council that he was
satisfied with the measures which Cristiani had adopted to date regarding 87 of the 102 officers in
question. However, he said the decisions concerning the remaining 15 officers were unacceptable.
Of the 15, seven were assigned as military attaches at Salvadoran embassies abroad. The remaining
eight officers, including Defense Minister Gen. Rene Emilio Ponce, are to remain in their posts until
conclusion of Cristiani's term in office in May 1994. Cristiani argues that the continued presence of
the eight officers is necessary to assure obedience within military ranks regarding the other purges,
and to oversee more planned reforms of the military as stipulated by the peace accords. On Jan. 12,
given the intransigence demonstrated by Cristiani and the military leadership, the FMLN issued
another communique announcing its support for Butros Ghali's position and again demanding that
Cristiani "fully comply" with the purges. In comments to reporters the same day, FMLN general
coordinator Shafick Handal admitted that discussion over how to react to the purge issue has led
to conflicts within the FMLN top command. Handal added that by failing to follow through on the
purges, the Cristiani administration is jeopardizing international aid, much of which is conditioned
on full compliance with the peace accords. On the one hand, FMLN leaders Joaquin Villalobos and
Ferman Cienfuegos accepted Cristiani's demand for more time to comply with the purges. On the
other hand, Handal, Leonel Gonzalez and Francisco Jovel adamantly insist on strict compliance with
the accord timetable, including immediate implementation of the purges. (Sources: Agence FrancePresse, 01/12/93; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 01/13/93)
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